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PERUGIA

THE GREEN HEART OF ITALY

TOURIST GUIDE

Comune di Perugia
Turismo



IAT di Perugia
(Municipalities of Perugia, Corciano, Deruta,
Torgiano)
Loggia dei Lanari 
piazza Matteotti, 18 - 06121 PERUGIA
tel. +39 075 5736458 - 5772686
fax +39 075 5720988
Infopoint Porta Nova - Pian di Massiano
tel. +39 075 5058540
info@iat.perugia.it
iat@comune.perugia.it
http://turismo.comune.perugia.it

IAT di Terni
(Municipalities of Terni, Acquasparta, Arrone,
Calvi dell’Umbria, Ferentillo, Montefranco,
Narni, Otricoli, Polino, San Gemini, Stroncone)
viale Cassian Bon, 4 - 05100 TERNI
tel. +39 0744 423047 - fax +39 0744 427259
info@iat.terni.it

IAT dell’Alta Valle del Tevere
(Municipalities of Città di Castello, Citerna,
Lisciano Niccone, Monte Santa Maria Tiberina,
Montone, Pietralunga, San Giustino, Umbertide)
piazza Matteotti - Logge Bufalini 
06012 CITTÀ DI CASTELLO (PG)
tel. +39 075 8554922 - fax +39 075 8552100
info@iat.citta-di-castello.pg.it

Branch office of Umbertide
tel. +39 075 9417099 - fax +39 075 9417952

IAT dell’Amerino
(Municipalities of Amelia, Alviano, Attigliano,
Avigliano Umbro, Giove, Guardea, Lugnano 
in Teverina, Montecastrilli, Penna in Teverina)
via Roma, 4 - 05022 AMELIA (TR)
tel. +39 0744 981453 - fax +39 0744 981566
info@iat.amelia.tr.it

IAT di Assisi
(Municipalities of Assisi, Bastia Umbra, Bettona,
Cannara)
piazza del Comune, 22 - 06081 ASSISI (PG)
tel. +39 075 812534 - fax +39 075 813727
info@iat.assisi.pg.it

IAT del Folignate-Nocera Umbra
(Municipalities of Foligno, Bevagna, Gualdo
Cattaneo, Montefalco, Nocera Umbra, Sellano,
Spello, Trevi, Valtopina) 
corso Cavour, 126 - 06034 FOLIGNO (PG)
tel. +39 0742 354459 - 354165 
fax +39 0742 340545
info@iat.foligno.pg.it

IAT di Gubbio
(Municipalities of Gubbio, Costacciaro, Fossato
di Vico, Gualdo Tadino, Scheggia, Sigillo,
Valfabbrica)
via della Repubblica, 15 - 06024 GUBBIO (PG)
tel. +39 075 9220693 - fax +39 075 9273409
info@iat.gubbio.pg.it

IAT dell’Orvietano
(Municipalities of Orvieto, Allerona, Baschi,
Castelgiorgio, Castel Viscardo, Fabro, Ficulle,
Montecchio, Montegabbione, Monteleone 
di Orvieto, Parrano, Porano, San Venanzo)
piazza Duomo, 24 - 05018 ORVIETO (TR)
tel. +39 0763 341772 - fax +39 0763 344433
info@iat.orvieto.tr.it

IAT di Spoleto
(Municipalities of Spoleto, Campello sul Clitunno,
Castel Ritaldi, Giano dell’Umbria)
piazza della Libertà, 7 - 06049 SPOLETO (PG)
tel. +39 0743 218620 - 21 - 11
fax +39 0743 218641
info@iat.spoleto.pg.it

IAT del Trasimeno 
(Municipalities of Castiglione del Lago, 
Città della Pieve, Magione, Paciano, Panicale,
Passignano sul Trasimeno, Piegaro, Tuoro 
sul Trasimeno)
piazza Mazzini, 10 - 06061 CASTIGLIONE DEL LAGO (PG)
tel. +39 075 9652484 - 9652738
fax +39 075 9652763   
info@iat.castiglione-del-lago.pg.it

IAT del Tuderte
(Municipalities of Todi, Collazzone, Fratta Todina, 
Marsciano, Massa Martana, Monte Castello 
di Vibio)
piazza del Popolo 38/39 - 06059 TODI (PG)
tel. +39 075 8945416 - 8942526
fax +39  075 8942406 
info@iat.todi.pg.it

IAT della Valnerina-Cascia
(Municipalities of Cascia, Cerreto di Spoleto,
Monteleone di Spoleto, Norcia, Poggiodomo,
Preci, Sant’Anatolia di Narco, Scheggino, 
Vallo di Nera)
piazza Garibaldi, 1 - 06043 CASCIA (PG)
tel. +39 0743 71147 - 71401 - fax +39 0743 76630 
info@iat.cascia.pg.it

Internet
www.regioneumbria.eu

e-mail
info@umbria2000.it

TOURIST INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE OFFICES
IN UMBRIA
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Perugia and its districts

By about the mid 11th century the town was already divided into
five administrative boroughs or districts, which took their
names respectively from the medieval city gates, first built in

Etruscan-Roman times: Porta Sole, Porta Sant’Angelo, Porta Santa
Susanna, Porta Eburnea, Porta San Pietro. Each Porta had its own rep-
resentatives, called Priors or Decemvirs, in the city government, as well
as public officials such as Captains of the Porta or Chiefs of the District.
From the 13th century onwards, gradual urban expansion brought
about the development of a number of villages in the country outside
the gates of the city, built over ancient road networks across the slopes
of the hill, and resulting in a star-shaped pattern in the town’s layout.
Thus, each district was traversed by a highroad which, after exiting
from its own city gates, criss-crossed and safeguarded the surrounding
countryside under its authority, before then joining the general road
network. Each district had an ensign with its own colours and symbol:
an animal, a saint, a saintly quality, or some other characteristic. Each
district was made up of a group of parishes and a monastic order: the
Carmelites in Porta Sole, the Augustans in Porta Sant’Angelo, the
Franciscans in Porta Santa Susanna, the Servants of Mary in Porta
Eburnea, the Dominicans in Porta San Pietro.
Consequently, the five itineraries proposed here correspond to the
traditional routes and, as a result, cross through the ancient town dis-
tricts. They begin in the historic centre and work out towards the sub-
urbs, following historic, artistic and architectural landmarks related to
the town’s most important cultural events, before finally returning to
the point of departure. The routes go from the north to the south of
the town in an anti-clockwise direction, following the numerical order
of the town’s signpost system.
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3. PORTA SANTA SUSANNA ITINERARY

4. PORTA EBURNEA ITINERARY
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The five suggested itineraries 
correspond to those 

marked out by the town’s 
five-colour code system 

using 128 brass signs 
installed throughout 

the five districts, in front of each 
of the featured monuments. 

Visitors may of course make up their 
own personal routes if they so wish.

For prices and opening hours 
we recommend a visit to the 

Perugia IAT (Tourist Welcome 
and Information Office) 

located at the Loggia dei Lanari, 
Piazza Matteotti 18, 

tel. +39 075 5736458 - 5772686
fax +39 075 5720988

opening time: 8:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Porta Nova - Pian di Massiano:

workdays 8:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
holidays 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

1. PORTA SOLE ITINERARY

2. PORTA  SANT’ANGELO ITINERARY

5. PORTA SAN PIETRO ITINERARY
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City of art, 

“august” city 

of history, 

monuments 

and culture, 

and of a great 

Etruscan and Roman 

heritage.
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The refined elegance of

the triple lancet windows

of Palazzo dei Priori.

The suggestive atmosphere

of the subterranean city.

Last of all the delicious 

aroma of chocolate coupled

with the extraordinary 

refrains of jazz music.

493 metres a.s.l. Pop. 160,724 (2005)

Perugia’s earliest settlements go back
to the 9th century B.C. From the 6th

century B.C. onwards the town grad-
ually developed into a harmonious
fusion between town and hillside,
the one adapting to the other over
the centuries, reaching its maximum
expansion in the Middle Ages. Etru-
scan Perugia, with its massive city
walls, was one of the twelve key
cities of the Etruscan Federation, de-
veloped between the Landone and
Sole hills. The Etruscan Arch and the
San Manno and Volumni Hypogea
still bear eloquent witness to the
Etruscan period. In the 1st century
B.C. the town fell under Roman rule:
in 40 B.C. the city was burned during
the civil war between Octavius and
Mark Anthony: it was later restored
and rebuilt by the same Octavius
(now Augustus Caesar), who named
the town ‘Augusta Perusia’ to em-
phasise his dominion. In early
Christian times the city expanded
beyond the city walls. In 548 Perugia
was totally destroyed by Totila.
In the 12th century, when the Byzan-
tine rule ended, the ‘Free Communes’
came into being. This brought about
radical changes in urban planning,
with the town layout assuming its
typical star pattern and the building
of architectural gems such as Palazzo
dei Priori and the Fontana Maggiore,
as well as administrative changes,
with the development of the circle of
fortified villages that today still char-
acterise the local landscape. In this
period Perugia’s prestigious universi-
ty was also founded. Turbulent times
followed under the rule of various
lords, from Biordo Michelotti to Brac-
cio da Montone. In 1425 the town fell
to Papal rule, though in actual fact it
was governed by the crypto-lordship
of the Baglioni dynasty.
In 1540 there was the “salt war”: the
building of the Rocca Paolina marked
the town’s defeat, with the Baglioni
district destroyed and partially incor-
porated into the Rocca Paolina. Ten-
sions with the Church remained con-
stant: in 1859 the town was sacked
by the Pope’s army in response to a
people’s revolt that led to the partial
destruction of the hated Rocca Paolina.
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